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The Cities of Black Gold 


From Frontier Villages to Prosperous Communities in Fourteen Years 
Is Record of West Side Oil Fields. 


coal, the cities and towns of the 

West Side oil fields of Kern County 
shine brilliantly. It is only necessary to 
turn back the pages of history а brief 
fourteen years to reveal several frontier 
villages, where life was wild, and horses 
and mules, buggies, carts and wagons 
crowded narrow streets, dusty in summer 
and muddy in winter. 

But today the transformation is com- 
plete. The unsightly cocoon has yielded 
its beautiful butterfly. Behold Taft, a 
modern city of 10,000, with wide streets 
and sidewalks, paved and lighted; brick 
and concrete business buildings, with 
metropolitan stores and electrically- 
lighted show windows; banks, theaters, 
and beautiful schools; lawns and shade 
trees that would be an asset to any com- 
munity, and perhaps more striking to the 
visitor a clean city, with evidence of pro- 
gress everywhere. 


| ee huge diamonds in a setting of 


FORESTS OF DERRICKS 


Thousands of oil derricks dot the low 
hills surrounding Taft and other modern 
towns and cities of the oil fields, but the 
contrast of oil-covered timbers and spotless 
settlements where happiness and content- 
ment reign supreme, is perhaps not 
equalled in any oil producing district in 
the world today. 

Taft is proud of her oil—because oil 
has made Taft a modern city. Oil has 
brought wealth and happiness. ‘There are 
more than 3,000 derricks in the Taft dis- 
trict. Nearly a hundred new wells are 
being drilled. These wells cost an aver- 
age of $50,000 each. Last year the output 
of oil was worth $36,000,000, which is 
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six times as much as Alaska produced in 
gold and silver during the same period. 


During last year the building program 
in the city of Taft cost $2,500,000. This 
is something to be proud of. But Taft is’ 
just as proud of its schools—also made 
possible by oil. 


LARGE AUTOMOBILE REGISTRATION 


In October, 1910, Taft was incorporated 
as a city. It is interesting to note that 
inside the city limits only about one-tenth 
of the total population of the district is 
found. The progressiveness of the com- 
munity is perhaps best illustrated by a few 
figures. The Taft district claims the 
largest automobile registration per capita 
in the world. At the beginning of this 
year, there were 2,887 automobiles regis- 
tered. This gives nearly one car for every 
man, woman and child in the corporate 
limits. Three banks in Taft have deposits 
totalling $3,500,000, which is approxi- 
mately $1,000 for every man, woman and 
child in the city. Its daily newspaper, the 
Midway Driller, has а circulation of 
3,500, which is the largest per capita cir- 
culation in the United States, with one 
exception, that of Josephus Daniels’ paper 
at Raleigh, N. C. 

Receipts at the Taft postoffice last year 
were $41,000. Orders written by thir- 
teen clerks totalled $475,000. The post- 
office has 4,000 boxes. The fire depart- 
ment is aided by a high pressure system, 
separate from the city water system, and 
to which can be attached six lines of hose 
without decreasing the pressure. Taft is 
trading center for the leading oil well 
supply firms of the state, thus adding more 
revenue to the city’s business. 
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ENTRANCE ТО TAFT UNION HIGH SCHOOL, 
THIS NEW COUNTRY DEMANDS A NEW TYPE OF ARCHITECTURE—BOLD AND BEAUTIFUL. 
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Club House of the Woman's Improvement Club, having a membership of 175. 


FINE SCHOOLS 


'Taft schools have drawn many words 
of favorable comment from all over the 
nation. In the last two years, a million 
doilars was expended on new grammar 
and additional high school buildings and 
equipment. Education has not been 
neglected in Taft. Assessed valuation of 
the high school district is $65,000,000. 
'The union high school plant has a total 
value of a million. Daily average attend- 
ance is 500 in the daytime and 250 in the 
night school. Many workers in the rich 
oil fields take advantage of the night 
school to gain more education. 

The high school plant consists of a main 
building of eighteen rooms, executive 
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offices, library and small assembly hall; 
domestic arts and cafeteria building where 
an average of 105 students eat each school 
day at an average cost of 22 cents; indus- 
trial building with shops completely 
equipped; science building; auditorium 
with seating capacity of 1,200; gymnasium 
with floor space 92 by 75 feet and bal- 
conies seating 1,000; and garage housing 
eight large school buses and equipped to 
do repair work. 
MARICOPA 


And now we come to Maricopa, a city 
of romance. Situated in the foothills of 
western Kern County, it has had its ups 
and downs. The location is in the center 
of the Sunset oil fields. Pioneers still 
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The Petroleum Club has a comfortable club house for its 270 members, and maintains a fine 18-hole 


golf course and club house near Taft. 


Digitized by Gor gle 


San Joaquin Power MAGAZINE 


Administration Building, Santa Fe Oil Company, the center of a beautiful camp. 


insist that it was in the Sunset fields that 
oil was first discovered as early as 1888, 
when early settlers and prospectors for 
gold used picks and shovels to dig a hole 
in the ground. Oil flowed into this hole 
and the black fluid was bailed out with a 
bucket. However, the first drilled well 
was put down in 1901 by the McCutchen 
Oil Company. Development work for 
commercial purposes did not start until 
seven years later. Then came the first 
big oil boom and rush of settlers and for- 
tune hunters to the Sunset district. Here 
enters more romance. Тһе community 
settlement was then known as Monarch 
and the town consisted of nothing more 
nor less than a frontier camp. 


SPECTACULAR LAKEVIEW 


'The town of Monarch stood still until 
1910, when romance burst forth with a 
bang. 'The famous Lakeview gusher was 
brought in during March, 1910, with a 
roar that shook the frontier village like an 
earthquake and blew oil over the derrick 
and onto the landscape in almost unbe- 
lievable quantities. Dry hill sides and 
ravines became rushing streams of black 
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gold. The sudden arrival of the Lake- 
view gusher injected new life into the town 
of Monarch. Men ran to and fro like 
giant ants. Telephone orders were rushed 
in frantic haste. Mules and horses were 
hired by the hundreds. Thousands upon 
thousands of feet of lumber were hauled 
into the mushroom town, where a new 
city sprang up over night. Business 
buildings and houses were raised into the 
skyline as rapidly as hammer and nails 
could be wielded by excited men. Confi- 
dence in the future was the keynote of 
every blow of the hammer. 


FORTUNE HUNTERS FLOCK IN 


Oil workers flocked in from all parts 
of the world. Business was booming. 
New streets were laid out and new build- 
ings went up like magic. The Lakeview 
gusher continued to gush. Fortunes 
awaited thousands of fortune hunters. 

New oil derricks were going up like the 
beanstalk of Jack. Confidence and secur- 
ity gripped the minds of every man in 
business and every oil worker. Mass 
meetings were held and it was decided to 
incorporate and the town of Monarch be- 
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Scenes in 
Maricopa 
and 
Fellows 


The business streets of 
Maricopa (top and center) 
are clean and well paved 
while the mercantile estab- 
lishments carry complete 
lines of clean merchandise. 

The main business streets 
of Fellows (below) is lined 


with live business houses L LI 
that are doing a flourishing {ыа 
business. Ede mu P3 


came the city of Maricopa. "Today the 
city of Maricopa has twenty-two school 
teachers housed in modern fireproof build- 
ings. Maricopa has today one of the best 
school systems in California. The down- 
town section is paved and lighted and the 
homes like the business structures are 
modern. 
NEW HIGHWAYS 

Population of the city of Taft is esti- 
mated at 5,000, of the oil district sur- 
rounding the city about 5,000 more. 
Maricopa has between two апа three 
thousand. The town of Fellows, at the 
end of the west side railway line, claims 
about 400 and the other oil town of 
McKittrick has about 300. In the past 
fourteen years several disastrous fires have 
nearly wiped out the towns of Maricopa 
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and McKittrick. To date, Fellows has 
been more fortunate in escaping the wrath 
of the flames. Taft has had costly fires 
but nothing to compare with the hardships 
of Maricopa and McKittrick. "The larg- 
est theater in Maricopa was destroyed a 
year ago but is being replaced at the present 
time. Business men of Maricopa are 
optimistic for the future. Increased popu- 
lation and trade are anticipated with the 
completion of a new paved highway now 
under construction, connecting the city 
with Bakersfield. The present highway 
runs from Bakersfield to Taft, also con- 
necting with Maricopa, McKittrick and 
Fellows. With the new road the county 
seat will have two direct highways into 
the rich oil fields, with their payroll of 
more than $50,000 a day. 
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DRILLING BY ELECTRIC- 
ITY BY THE GENERAL 
PETROLEUM COMPANY. 


Top left.—Type of 84-foot 
rig used by G. P. Company 
in electrical drilling. 


Top right.—T he 15-35- 
horsepower motor used in 
standard drilling. 


Center.—Countershaft. 


Bottom, right.—Bull wheel. 
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The Motor Proves Its Case 


Recent Survey Conducted by Sales Department Brings Out Some 
Interesting Facts on Drilling and Pumping Costs. 
By Н. М. CarroLL, 
Sales Department San Joaquin Light & Power Corporation. 


SURVEY recently completed by the 

San Joaquin Power Sales Depart- 

ment of the Midway-Sunset, McKit- 
trick, Elk Hills, and Lost Hills-Belridge 
oil fields, has developed some very inter- 
esting facts, in regard to electric operation 
of oil wells. 

This survey shows the total connected 
load, in these fields, to be approximately 
12,000 horsepower, of which 10,350 horse- 
power is in pumping motors, 750 horse- 
power in drilling motors, 750 horsepower 
in line pumps, and 1050 horsepower in 
machine shops, garages and ice plants on 
various leases. 

The average monthly consumption of 
these motors is approximately two million 
kilowatt hours. 

SOLD ON ELECTRICAL IDEA 

The operators, superintendents and men 
in these fields have been sold on the elec- 
trical idea, on costs only. The days 
when it was necessary to talk convenience 
and safety, and touch lightly on the cost 
of operation, to make power sales, have 
passed. 


With the increased business in these 
fields, and the resultant improvement in 
distribution service, there are very few 
cases where motor drive will not show a 
decided saving, in the cost of operation, 
over other methods of drive. 

Motors were, at first, used only to 
pump oil wells, but upon conclusive proof 
of the ability of the motor to perform all 
oil field operations, of the engine drive, 
and to perform them at a lower cost, the 
entire industry is rapidly being motorized. 

MANY USES FOR ELECTRICITY 


In our own survey of these fields, we 
found that there were no installations 
where the current consumed was used for 
any one given oil field operation. In prac- 
tically all cases, the current supplied was 
being used for line pumps, machine shops, 
or drilling motors, as well as pumping 
wells, and as it was impossible to propor- 
tion the kilowatt hour consumption to the 
various uses, it was impossible to get an 
average cost for pumping over the entire 
field. The 20 installations used in the 
following tabulations, were not selected in 


K.W.H. Cost 
Avg. per per 
Aver- Мо. Avg. Avg. Well KWH. Well Cost 
No. Total No. age Prod. Mo. Mo. per per per per 
Motors Н.Р. Wells Depth — Bbls. K.W.H Bills Day ВЫ. Пау Bbl. 
11 67 11 650’ 1950 20704 $ 289.50 62.7 10.6 :$0.877 $0.145 
2 20 2 660” 1000 5604 78.45 93.4 5.6 1.307 0.078 
11 165 11 800' 10500 26272 334.50 79.6 2.5 1.013 0.032 
8 120 8 800’ 3200 24088 337.23 100.3 7.5 1.407 0.106 
3 45 3 800” 1350 10248 143.47 113.8 7.5 1.594 0.106 
3 45 3 925' 2000 16047 224.64 178.3 8.0 2.496 0.112 
2 20 2 980' 1800 4786 67.00 79.7 2.6 1.116 0.037 
19 285 19 1000' 7300 60006 838.69 105.3 8.2 1.471 0.114 
12 180 12 1000' 5200 17635 246.90 48.9 . 3.4 0.686 0.047 
27 405 27 1000’ 25000 84495 1182.94 104.3 3.4 1.460 0.047 
10 100 10 11100 8200 20462 286.47 68.2 2.5 0.954 0.035 
15 225 15 1150’ 21000 57200 800.08 127.1 2.6 1.777 0.038 
13 195 13 1200’ 27500 36575 547.05 93.7 13 1.403 0.019 
3 30 3 1200” 2000 12036 16935 1337 6.0 1.881 0.085 
2 30 2 1250’ 1500 11812 165.37 183.5 7.8 2.756 0.110 
35 360 35 1500” 27000 139192 1323.50 132.5 5.1 1.260 0.049 
17 255 17 2000” 25500 82000 925.86 160.8 3.2 1.815 0.036 | 
3 45 3 2400” 6600 10660 149.24 1184 1.6 2.658 0.023 
3 45 3 273% 5250 13140 183.96 146.0 2.5 2.044 0.035 
4 80 4 3150" 14100 20769 370.25 173.0 1.4 3.085 0.026 
203 2717 203 318054 204150 673731 $8664.45 
Averages 1571 1005 3319 433.22 110.6 3.3 1.422 0.0424 
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an effort to prove a case for motor drive, 
but for the reason that in these cases, the 
current consumed was not used for any 
purpose other than pumping and light. 

The following power cost data on the 
operations of jack plants in the Midway 
Fields, was obtained in the same manner, 
and also includes lighting, on the various 
leases. 
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trols, and it is becoming the most popular 
method of drive for this purpose. 

It is a proven fact, that the motor 
method of drive, for drilling purposes, is 
the most economical method yet devised 
for this purpose. One company at the 
present time, drilling in thousand foot 
territory, with a 15-35-horsepower motor, 
shows power costs below 20 cents per foot 


Cost 


K.W.H 
Avg. per per 
Mo. Avg. Avg. Well К.Ю.Н. Well Cost 
No. No. Pro. Mo. Mo. per per per per 
Motors Н.Р. Wells Depth ВЫ. K.W.H. Bills Day ВИ. Пау ВЫ. 
1 30 13 290” 1650 5448 $ 76.27 13.9 3.3 0.190 0.0462 
1 40 26 600’ 8950 23352 325.53 29.9 2.6 0.417 0.0333 
1 15 6 700’ 1800 2714 37.99 15.0 1.5 0.211 0.0211 
1 90 26 700’ 12600 17339 248.35 22.2 1.3 0.364 0.0225 
2 115 29 1000’ 12180 17797 249.16 20.4 1.4 0.284 0.0204 
1 30 5 1100’ 4200 7216 101.02 48.1 1,7 0.673 0.0139 
1 75 16 1250” 3748 13604 190.46 28.4 3.5 0.396 0.0508 
1 40 10 — 1357 1000 10934 15310 364 109 0.310 0.1530 
9 435 HP 131 109840” 46128 98404 $1381.88 
Averages 838’ 351 10933 153.54 25.0 21 0.352 0.0299 


COMPARATIVE COSTS 


Motors having been used longer for 
pumping purposes than any other form of 
operation, it is very easy to obtain authentic 
cost data for this method of drive. The 
following results of a test made by one of 
the largest producing companies in the 
Midway fields, show some very interesting 
comparisons in the cost of pumping oil 
wells with three different methods of drive. 
This test was made over a period of eight 
months’ time, and included labor, repairs, 
fuel oil, hauling, etc., but did not include 
interest on the investment, or depreciation 
on equipment, which would tend to fur- 
ther increase the favorable showing made 
by the motors. 


j Cost per 


No.of well 

Equipment Duty Wells per day 

1 Gas Engine 50 HP Jack Plant 23 $1.23 

31 Motors 15-30 HP Individual 31 1.59 
Pumpers 

26 Gas Engines 25 HP Individual 26 2.42 
Pumpers 

Steam Individual 15 6.00 
Pumpers 


MOTOR DRILLING SUCCESSFUL 


The old objection, that motor drive 
was not sufficiently flexible for drilling 
purposes, has been overcome by improve- 
ments in recent years in motors and con- 
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A modern electrical oil pumping installation used by 
the Honolulu Oil Company. This 15-35 motor to- 
gether with resistence grid and control is mounted on 
a channel iron frame which carries the entire unit. 
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of hole drilled. The Pinal Dome Oil 
Company show the following costs on 
three wells drilled with a motor, a gaso- 
line engine and a steam engine, as the 
methods of drive. 


Union Devlin 

Annex Means No.1 

No.1 No.1  Boiler& 

Electric Gasoline Steam 

Motor Engine Engine 

Total Depth of Hole 5108’ 5208' 3955 
Average Cost for 
Power, per Foot 

Drilled $0.8211 $0.8546 $2.491 

Average Expense 

per Hour of Oper- 
ating Time for 
Expense of Labor 
and Material, In- 
-cluding Power, but 
not including De- 

preciation $4.7767 $7.6480 $6.7326 
Average Cost per 

Operating Hour 
for Power 40655 .8352с .9376c 


PREDICT GREATER USE 


An investigation was conducted, in 1922, 
by engineers of the State Bureau of Mines, 
into the various kinds of power equipment 
in use for drilling and producing oil wells, 
in California fields. The final conclu- 
sion, as contained in this report, is as fol- 
lows: 

*Due to the development and improve- 
ment of electrical equipment, and the con- 
struction of additional hydro-electric power 
plants, together with the necessary distri- 
bution lines, the time is not far distant 
when all operations in the proven oil fields 
will be carried on by means of electric 
power." 


'This prediction is rapidly becoming a 
fact, and the conversion to motors will 
take place even more rapidly as the gas 
diminishes in the older fields. 


The city of Taft occupies less than one 
section of land. 


New Electric 
Line Pump 
Installed 
By Richfield 
Oil Company 


Two 100-horsepower motors will 
drive two large booster pumps on the 
lines of the Richfield Oil Company on 
Section 30 of the North American Oil 
Company. Note the five-pole trans- 
former installation at the left. 
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Taft’s First District Manager 


Jack Carter Had Tough Time Pioneering the Way for Electricity in 
Oil Fields. А 


IMES have changed а lot since the 
days when Jack Carter entered the 
fields in Western Kern county as 

the first District Manager for the San 
Joaquin Light & Power Corporation. 
Those were the days when a truck motor 
was a team of mules or horses. ‘The pas- 
senger automobile was still a novelty, hav- 
ing high wheels and fabric tires, with its 
gearshift control, emergency brake, soft 
rubber bulb апа  crooked-neck horn 
attached outside the front door, and a car- 
bide tank on the running board. Long 
straps held the top from blowing away and 
the driver wore goggles and operated his 
car from the right hand side. Men who 
wanted to be fashionable wore derby hats. 


Roads were few and rough in those 
days. Two trails with a high ridge in the 
center would perhaps best describe them. 
These had been cut out by metal-tired 
wagons and buggies of the pioneers. In 
the hills of the oil district Jack Carter's 
automobile made the grade, but not always 
on scheduled time. More than once the 


4 
1а 


AA Y 
eae 


WHEN JACK CARTER TOOK TAFT. 


In the days when the gear shift, control brakes and horn were draped around he 
the front door of the car, and you were rated by the number of loops you could 
show in the horn. The oil lamps were for emergency use in case the Prestolite 
tank went dry. To prove that this was a real classy turnout, please observe the 


bowler hat on Jack. 
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car ran aground—that is, it came in con- 
tact with a high place in the road, the car 
stopped, the motor continued to run, and 
the rear wheels revolved rapidly in the 
atmosphere while Jack said things that 
won’t be repeated here. Jack made a 
record for endurance, but no doubt 
cleared his system of strong words while 
coyotes, jackrabbits, horned toads and 
rattlesnakes cocked their ears and listened 
with bated breath. All of which accounts 
for Carter’s calm nerves, even disposition 
and sunny smile today, while a big black 
cigar identifies him as the “Barney Old- 
field” of San Joaquin Power. Jack did a 
lot of things that would shatter the ner- 
vous system of a less hardy frontier trail 
blazer. He lost many nights’ sleep, but he 
kept the lights burning. 
FIRST DISTRICT MANAGER 

Jack Carter was the first district man- 
ager for the San Joaquin Light and Power 
Corporation at Taft and Maricopa, since 
called the Midway District. It was wild 
territory when Carter entered with instruc- 
tions and authority 
from Fresno to take 
over the power plant 
of the West Side 
Electric Company, 
consisting of a small 
outfit at Maricopa. 
Carter was confront- 
ed with the task of 
moving it to Taft. 
This he did in 45 
days, which was con- 
sidered a record per- 
formance. The West 
Side Electric had a 
stormy career. It 
was owned by J. 
Anderson, from 
South Dakota who 
had made consider- 
able money raising 
cattle. Some of this 
invested іп the 
West Side Electric at 
Maricopa. The 
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The first electric motor used for pumping oil in the 
Taft fields was installed in this well by the Santa Fe 
Oil Company іп 1913. The original motor and well 
are still going strong. 


population of Maricopa was 1,000 and 
Taft about 500. Anderson’s small power 
plant had 91 motors in Maricopa and 18 
in Taft. William Thornton of the 
"Thornton Hotel was the largest individ- 
ual user of power in the town of Mari- 
copa with 10 horsepower. 'The Midway 
Weekly Driller at Taft had a five-horse- 
power motor. 

The West Side Electric had a few 
installations in the oil fields, and when 
Carter took over the plant it was necessary 
for the meter reader, who was also the 
chief clerk and bookkeeper in the small 
office, to climb poles to read meters. The 
office force consisted of Carter, one clerk 
and one collector. The operating crew 
had two engineers and two oilers. 


MORON AND MONARCH 

In those days town lots were leased in 
South Taft and Fellows. If a man went 
on the railroad, he bought a ticket to 
Moron, but all mail was addressed to 
Taft, or he bought a ticket for Monarch, 
but the mail address was Maricopa. 

In 1911 the Midway and McKittrick 
substations and lines were completed and 


» Google 


11 


a permanent source of power from the San 
Joaquin system was established and lights 
were supplied to McKittrick. In 1913, 
the San Joaquin Company extended its 
lines into the growing town of Fellows. 
The American Company, engaged in the 
oil business, had been furnishing power 
for lights up to that time. One of the 
first power installations was on the old 
Monarch lease near Maricopa. Among 
the pioneer users of San Joaquin Power in 
addition to the Santa Fe lease, were the 
Indian Colonial and Development Com- 
pany, of which the- late L. P. Guiberson 
was general manager; the Dome and Gem 
lease, General Petroleum, and James 
Goodman of Santa Maria, who had exten- 
sive holdings in the Midway district. 
With the completion of the 60,000 volt 
transmission line, new service was ех- 
tended rapidly. 


Carter left Taft in 1918, after watch- 
ing development of the west side oil fields 
and growth of Taft, Maricopa, McKit- 
trick and Fellows from frontier villages, 
with wild night life, to modern towns and 
cities. Carter was succeeded in August, 
1918, as district manager at Taft by O. A. 
Kommers, who still holds that position. 
Carter is now in the Sales Department of 
the company ав agriculture engineer, 
operating from the Fresno office. 
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Flectricity is used to extract water from crude oil 
in dehydrators such as shown in this pitcure. 


State Bureau Protects Oil Fields 


Department Maintained to Study Conditions and to Advise in Drilling 
Operations. 


By E. HUGUENIN, 
Deputy Supervisor State Mining Bureau, Department of Petroleum and Gas. 


HE work of the State Mining 
Bureau in connection with the 
Petroleum Industry is little under- 

stood by those not actively engaged in that 
industry. 'The Department of Petroleum 
and Gas was created in 1915 by the State 
Legislature for the protection of the 
natural resources of petroleum and gas 
from waste and destruction through 
improper operations. ‘This legislation fol- 
lowed a general demand caused by oil 
field operations which were so inefficient 
that they seriously interfered with the 
profits of persons engaged in oil produc- 
tion and threatened to waste the oil re- 
sources upon which the varied industries 
of the people of the state are dependent. 
WORK OF DEPARTMENT 

The work of the department in the pro- 
tection of the oil and gas measures consists 
of investigation of underground condition, 
the issuance of specifications for new work 
and inspection of all work at the wells. 

To efficiently carry on this work, the 
state was divided into five districts, with 
field offices in each district. District No. 
4 covers Kern and Tulare counties. 

FIELD OFFICES 

Field offices are maintained in each dis- 
trict with a staff of technical men іп 
charge of the work. The main office for 
District 4 is at Taft. A branch office at 
Bakersfield supervises operations in the 


Kern River Field and developments on the 
east side. Both at Taft and Bakersfield 
intensive studies have been made of under- 
ground structures, particularly in those 
portions of the field most seriously 
troubled by water. This work resulted in 
the construction of peg models which 
greatly facilitates solving the underground 
problems. A peg model is a three-dimen- 
sion picture of existing conditions in a 
particular field, and a fairly accurate yard 
stick, by which further development or 
corrective work can be planned. 


THE PEG MODEL 


'The models are made of wood on a 
scale of 100 feet to the inch, each board 
covering a quarter section of land. The 
pegs representing the wells are half inch in 
diameter and long enough to show a com- 
plete log of the well, also on the scale of 
100 feet to the inch. А Миергіптей 
graphic log, showing casing in detail and 
the geological formations is mounted on 
the peg. The pegs are set on the boards 
in proper relative position. Strings are 
fastened from peg to peg, correlating 
important formations. Red strings are 
used to denote oil bearing formations and 
yellow to show water sands. 

The important uses of peg models are 
to estimate the amount and size of casing 
required for the drilling of a new well; 
the depth at which the water string should 
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be set; the depth to productive oil sands; 
the total depth to drill the well; and the 
depth at which water sands will probably 
be encountered. Peg models are also of 
use in the study of the uniformity or non- 
uniformity of the shut-off depths in a group 
of wells and to determine the possible 
sources and the direction of flow on infil- 
trating water. To study also whether oil 
or gas sands are cased off behind the water 
string in any of the wells. 
STRUCTURES SHOWN 


The results of development of repair 
work at a well are determined by com- 
paring the data of the particular well 
with those of a peg model to make sure 
that the well has been drilled deep enough 
to encounter all known oil sands, and also 
to see that there are no productive oil 
sands left behind unperforated pipe. The 
probability that a well has or has not been 
drilled to a sufficient depth to encounter 
bottom water is easily determined from a 
peg model by comparing the stratigraphic 
depth and production of all the neighbor- 
ing wells. | 

Prominent structural features also are 
shown which stand out sharply оп рер 
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models. Such information indicates the 
probable extent of a field, and is a guide 
to operators in developing properties 
where irregularities of structure occur due 
to faults or unconformities, which may or 
may not show at the surface. 

For Kern county, peg models have been 
built covering 40 per cent of the total 
proved oil land, approximately 25,000 
acres. Over 50 per cent of the Kern River 
Field has been modeled, approximately 
3,500 acres. An invitation to visit the 
local office at any time is extended. 


BULLETINS ISSUED 


Another feature of the Bureau is the 
gathering of data on any new or improved 
methods pertaining to oil field operations. 
A monthly bulletin is published and dis- 
tributed among operators, giving a sum- 
mary of oil field operations during that 
month. In this bulletin are published 
articles describing these new or improved 
methods, and general information of value 
to those engaged in the industry. 


PROFITS RESULTING 


Direct profits have occurred to various 
operators by the increase of oil production 


Portion of a peg model of the EIk Hills Oil fields in the State Mining Bureau of Taft. 
cates a well, the paper on the peg showing the location of the various formations. 
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and decreased operating expense through 
methods pointed out by this department. 
Details of some of these instances have 
been published in the monthly bulletins. 
A striking demonstration of the value of 
such work in this county was the discovery 
of gas in commercial quantities in the Elk 
Hills. This was possible due only to the 
co-operation of the large companies in 
that region. This co-operation has also 
made possible the development at the Elk 
Hills of probably the most important 
source of gas and petroleum in the state, 
with the lowest production of water per 
well, less than one-half of one per cent of 
the oil produced per well. 


TREMENDOUS PRODUCTION 


Oil production in Kern County increased 
from 919,000 barrels in 1900 to over 
50 million barrels in 1920. 1921 showed 
an increase to 59 million. 1923 produc- 
tion fell off to 46,856,645 barrels due to 
the fact that a great many wells were 
closed down and taken off production 
during the flush production period in the 
Southern California fields. Most of these 
wells are again on production and as a 
result the first four months of 1924 show 
an increase of 2,550,517 barrels over the 
same period of time for 1923. 1924 will 
undoubtedly eclipse 1923 production by 
several million barrels. With prospecting 
for oil being carried on in many areas 
beyond the proven fields, some of which 
are now showing favorable results, Kern 
County bids fair to maintain the lead for 
many years to come. 


This is a snapshot of the Taft line crew before the district office. 
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BUSINESS IN DISTRICT 
SHOWS HEALTHY GROWTH 

The business of the Taft District of 
the San Joaquin Light & Power Corpora- 
tion has increased 115 per cent since the 
first day O. A. Kommers took charge of 
the business in 1918. Under his adminis- 
tration the service has been improved and 
maintained at a high standard. From a 
small crew of fifteen the number of em- 
ployees has steadily grown to thirty-five. 
A new and efficiently designed office build- 
ing has been built and an organization 
developed that has won many friends for 
San Joaquin Power. 

Mr. Kommers came to work for San 
Joaquin Power in 1912 as solicitor in the 
Madera District. His work in the Madera 
District soon brought him to the atten- 
tion of the management and he was pro- 
moted to the position of District Manager 
of Paso Robles. In 1915 he was trans- 
ferred to the Corcoran District where he 
gave excellent service and was sent to "Taft 
in 1918 to take charge of that District. 

Assisting District Manager Kommers 
in the office work are W. A. Brooks, chief 
clerk; C, Bickerdike, storekeeper; A. L. 
Anderson, collector; S. G. Olin, meter 
reader; N. V. Walker, cashier; Ola Car- 
penter, assistant cashier; Kathryn Kean, 
stenographer; Elva Griffin, consumers’ 
clerk; and Alta Finn, clerk. 

Other employees in the district handling 
outside work are E. R. Ingersoll, assistant 
district foreman; G. D. Ingersoll, service 
man; J. F. Miller, service man; O. W. 
Ames, assistant service man; D. D. Dod- 
son, line foreman; F. 
L. Howard, line fore- 
man; O. E. Bassett, W. 
J. С. Burwell, C. Н. 
Сізге, А. Е. Е44у, М. 
В. Fisk, Р. E. KingW 
B. Fisk, and P. E. King, 
linemen; L. J. Fuller, 
J. E. Brown, J. I. 
Thomas, Dewey Саг- 
penter and W. Wilbur, 
apprentice linemen; B. 

Hart, truck driver; 
J. E. Barnes, Н. Bres- 
lin, J. W. Treece, C. 
Zopf, and R. F. Welch, 
groundmen. К. Dod- 


son is janitor. 
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Above, left to right.—Miss E. 
Griffin, Miss A. Finn, A. L. Ander- 
son, W. A. Brooks, N. V. Walker, 
Miss K. Kean. 


District Manager O. A. Kommers 


has a crew of thirty-five handling the 
business of the district. The office 
crew consists of seven clerks, shown 
above. The lobby and counter ure 
shown in lower cut. 
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This modern city built amo 
reflects prosperity, enterpris 
"Biggest Liti 


Main building of Taft Union 
High School, part of a million- 
dollar group of buildings. 
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The metropolis of the world’s lar 
Twenty 


Center Street almost any after- 
noon presents a real metropoli- 
tan business air. 
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е Oil is King 


he gray hills of Kern Coumy 
ind energy. It is truly the 
lity on Earth." 


New High School Auditorium, 
im course of construction, «ill 
have a seating capacity of 1200. 


st oil fields, looking from famous 
we Hill. 


North Street, scene of new busi- 
ness locations, Masonic Temple 
in foreground. 
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NOTICE ТО STOCKHOLDERS—It is the desire of San 
Joaquin Power that stockholders should receive this 


magazine without charge. It is assumed that one copy 
of the magazine will be sufficient for each family. 1 
more than one copy is coming to you or your family, 
will you kindly notify us so that we may cancel from 
our lists extra copies not needed. 


Address all communications, 


San Joaquin Power 
Magazine, Fresno, Calif. 


AL C. Jov - - - Editor and Manager 
бүрмкү W. GREEN - - Associate Editor 


Subscription - - - - - $1.00 Per Year 
Single Copies- - - - - - - - 10 Cents 
Vor. VI May, 1924 No. 5 


THE MIDWAY DISTRICT 


The oil fields of Western Kern County 
are in a barren, brown territory which in 
a day not so far gone was regarded as 
worthless desert. But give man the incen- 
tive of opportunity, set him on a quest 
for fortune, and he will dot any desert 
with rose-bowered homes. Soon the 
desert has vanished, just as it has in the 
oil fields, just as it has in other parts of 
the San Joaquin Valley that are now 
gardens of richest production. 

Taft, the metropolis of the oil fields, 
has built itself into a city—a modern little 
city of up-to-date stores, well-kept streets, 
comfortable homes, unsurpassed schools, 
and above all contented people who, proud 
of their home town, are striving constantly 
to make it bigger and better. And what 
Taft has done has been done by all the 
other towns of the Midway District. 

No longer are the hills and plains bar- 
ren. They are covered with a great 
forest—a forest of oil derricks. It is a 
constantly growing forest, for new wells 
are being brought in and the black gold is 
pouring prosperity upon the community in 
a steady, dependable stream. 

Here is California’s richest, biggest oil 
field. Other fields are brought in from 
time to time; they have their day, make a 
few people rich, break a lot of others, and 
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then settle down to a dull routine of small 
production. But Taft goes steadily on, 
year after year, keeping its head up and 
its people busy and happy. Taft keeps 
growing, building, doing. Taft isn’t the 
flashing, spectacular meteor of oil towns; 
it is merely the star of them all, scintil- 
lating on and on, ever a little brighter by 
contrast. 

'The oil fields are netted with San Joa- 
quin Power lines. Nearly all the oil pump- 
ing is done today by electricity. It is not 
only cheaper than any other pumping 
power, but it is far more efficient and con- 
venient. Electrification of the oil fields 
has been in progress for years. It is still 
in progress, and the time is not far distant 
when the electric motor will have all oil 
pumping to itself thereby releasing more 
oil for work electricity cannot do. 

Midway is an important district of the 
San Joaquin System. And the San Joa- 
quin system likes to feel that it is impor- 
tant to Taft. In other words, liking 
Midway, we want to be liked by Midway. 
We are proud to be a part of a community 
that has built prosperous, progressive 
home towns by means of real civic spirit, 
and to be linked with the inevitable pros- 
perity of the years to come. 


SELMA NEXT 


San Joaquin Power Magazine has 
issued two special numbers on Districts 
in the System. The Bakersfield number 
brought many words of commendation and 
we hope the Taft number also meets with 
the approval of the section outlined. The 
next issue will be largely given over to 
descriptions of Selma, the "Home of the 
Peach," and it is anticipated that this 
promising section will supply material for 
a very interesting number. 


ACCIDENT PREVENTION 


That old alibi “unavoidable accident" 
is having a hard time under the close 
examination of fair unbiased minds. Com- 
plete reports of accidents are bringing out 
the fact that many accidents formerly 
classed as "unavoidable" are the result of 
nothing more than downright carelessness. 
The number of “unavoidable” accidents is 
very small, indeed. 

The big idea back of accident preven- 
tion is to cause people to think. That old 
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excuse “I didn’t know it was loaded” does 
not go any longer. The man who “did 
not know it was loaded” did not look. He 
did not think. 

The organization of local accident pre- 
vention committees is doing much to pre- 
vent accidents. The reports from the local 
committees in most cases fix the cause of 
the accident and name the person respon- 
sible. The exercise of more care is seen 
in those responsible for the accident while 
the lesson learned in the investigation is 
passed along to others who profit by it. 

The accident prevention committee is 
nothing more than a committee of fellow 
employees who act as a court to pass upon 
the facts in connection with any accident. 
It is only reasonable to expect that these 
findings shall be fair and impartial. 


DO YOU KNOW HOW TO 
PROPERLY CRANK A CAR? 


During 1923 employees of San Joaquin 
Power suffered nine accidents from im- 
proper cranking of cars. In this day and 
age of self-starters it would appear that 
this number of cranking injuries is large. 
But the fact that batteries will short and 
go dead and that weak batteries on cold 
mornings fail to pull the engine over 
makes it necessary at times to get out the 
old crank to start the engine. 

That many employees do not know how 
to properly crank a car is evident from the 
number of accidents resulting from this 
source. 

Garage Foreman R. F. Brock recently 
gave a demonstration of the proper method 
of cranking a car. Pictures of the demon- 


The RIGHT way to crank an automobile. 


Notice 
that the thumb is not over the handle but parallel with 
the fingers. 
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stration are shown on this page. Mr. 
Brock suggests that a drop of oil be put on 
the end of the crank so that it will release 
from the pins as soon as the engine starts. 
Because the crank is very often rusty from 
lack of use a little oil will make the crank 
safer to use. 

The important thing to remember in 
cranking a car is to pull upward with the 
thumb parellel with the fingers. If the 
thumb is placed over the handle there is 
danger of throwing it out of joint in case 
of a backfire. 

Another point to observe is to retard the 
spark before starting to crank. Study the 
pictures below and be prepared to crank 
your car properly when cranking is neces- 
sary. 


W.A. DUNN WINS RECOGNITION 


W. A. Dunn, night mechanic in the 
Bakersfield District Garage, has received 
recognition from Fire Chief W. E. Van 
Meter, who sent the following letter of 
commendation to District Manager D. L. 
Wishon: 

"[ wish to call attention to the prompt 
and efficient work of your night employee 
in the San Joaquin Light and Power Com- 
pany's garage when fire started there about 
10:25 p. m., April 23. 

"[ do not know the names of the men 
who did the work, but I believe had it not 
been for their cool-headedness and quick 
action, there might have been a serious fire. 

"[t is gratifying indeed to this Depart- 
ment to know that your employees know 
what fire extinguishers are for and how 
to use them." 


The WRONG way to crank an automobile. Pushing 
down on the crank with the thumb over the handle is 
dangerous. 


Around the Loop 


Bits of News and Gossip From District Managers’ Reports and District 
Reporters’ Notes. 


TAFT 
A. L. ANDERSON, Reporter 


At the last power club meeting the matter of 
reorganizing the first aid team was taken up. 
It was suggeted that the team meet every Mon- 
day night. We expect to have this team ap- 
pointed at our next meeting so that we can get 
busy and get the team in shape. 

A stock sales meeting was held on May 29 
at which time the question of electing a captain 
for the team was taken up. Eddy Ingersoll was 
unanimously elected. Eddy piloted the team 
last year and we have every reason to believe 
that through his efforts the Midway Prior-Pre- 
ferred Team will make a very good showing 
this year. O. A. Kommers explained the stock 
issue in detail and every one has got the spirit 
of selling so we expect to do big things this 
year. We have got our eye on that cup and 
pennant and would not mind a bit partaking 
of a real feed at the expense of Fresno. 

Visitors during the month of May were W. E. 
Whittington, manager of the Coalinga District, 
who visited friends in the fields; H. N. Carroll 
and J. B. Carter from the sales department, 
who were here most of the month lining up new 
business for this district, and F. V. Boller from 
the Commercial Department. Pauline Sims and 
Mr. and Mrs. Ted Salm dropped in Saturday to 
pay us a visit. We were all very glad to have 
had the pleasure of meeting them and would 
appreciate having them drop in again when in 
this district. 

On May 20, O. E. Bassett fell from a pole 
while working on a new 1іпе `соппесііоп. He 
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Victor Stone's Bakery in the Grand Central Market 
recently installed a new 25-kilowatt Ross baking oven, 
а 8-kilowatt doughnut machine and а 3-horsepower 
bread mixer. Mr. Stone is very well pleased with this 
new equipment and stated that he had been in the 
baking business a great many years and is now able to 
do much better work with this equipment than with 
any he had used before. It costs Mr. Stone $1.63 per 
day to operate his oven which has a capacity of 2,500 
loaves of perfectly baked bread a day. 
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Eddie Ingersoll is acting District Foreman and is a 
busy man these days. 


has been confined to the hospital since that time 
but we are expecting him back on the job again 
within a very short time. This accident was 
due to the safety latch on belt coming loose. 

Charley Zopf has been laid up for about ten 
days now due to spiking his foot while coming 
down a pole. Charley is getting along as nicely 
as can be expected and will soon be back again 
with us. 

Denny Dodson's crew is busily engaged in 
setting poles for the new street lighting system 
for Taft. Every street intersection in city 
limits will have a 250-watt lamp. The new 
lighting system consists of the overhead suspen- 
sion type of construction. A total of 100 lamps, 
connected in series, will be installed. The new 
system will be in operatión within the next six 
weeks. 

It is expected that we will add at least 450 or 
500 new lighting consumers when the new lines 
are built in Ford City. There are also prospects 
of installing a street lighting system in Ford 
City later op. 

During the month of May, twenty-five new 
lighting consumers were connected up. Busi- 
ness in this district is getting better right along 
and this will be our banner year from all indi- 
cations. 

We have connected 200 horsepower for the 
Richfield Oil Company on section 30-31-24. The 
equipment here consists of two 100-horsepower 
motors used in connection with their line pumps. 
This plant is located in the new addition of 
the Midway Fields northwest of the Bakersfield 
Highway. Richfield Oil Company is now ship- 
ping ten thousand barrels of oil per day from 
this plant. 

For the California Construction Company we 
have connected 105 horsepower to operate mix- 
ing machines. This company has the contract 
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to rebuild the highway from Maricopa to Taft 
and Fellows and from Bakersfield to Maricopa 
and Taft. The highways are to be widened 
three feet and will be surfaced with concrete. 
It is estimated that there will be at least a 
year’s work in connection with this job. 


Pinal Dome Corporation located on Section 
22-31-22 is preparing to install a 75-horsepower 
drilling motor. This well will open new terri- 
tory just beyond proven ground in the oilfields. 
This installation will necessitate the construc- 
tion of 4500 feet of a power line. At the point 
of service a transformer rack of the new type 
construction with three 25 kilowatt transformers 
will be installed. 

E. G. Lewis is preparing to open up new 
territory in Maricopa Flats, section 20-11-23. 
Two 15/35-horsepower motors connected in 
tandem are installed for cable tool work. 

General Petroleum Corporation is busy put- 
ting in motors throughout the fields. There 
will be 75 new pumping motors installed by 
January, 1925. This company is now using 
drilling motors on sections 18-11-23, 34-12-24, 
35-12-24, 36-32-23. 

Robert Hayes Smith has installed a 75-horse- 
power drilling motor on section 35-32-23. 

Union Oil Company on section 4-11-23 has 
installed a 40-horsepower motor for line pump. 


=н? С 


21 


Two 15/30-horsepower pumping motors have 
replaced steam on this lease. 

Cummings Welding Works has installed a 
30-horsepower motor generator set for welding 
purposes. 

The old pole structure on Supply Row has 
been replaced with a new two-pole transformer 
structure. Тһе increasing demand for power 
on this section of town has necessitated the 
installation of three 20-kilowatt transformers. 

On Memorial Day a 
swimming party mo- 
tored over to the But- 
tonwillow Steam Plant 


Plunge. The party con- 
sisted of Elva Griffin, 
Geneva Prewitt, Lil- 


lian Gleishner, Newell 
Walker and A. L. An- 
derson. 

In last month’s issue we neglected to report 
that Miss Alta Finn was a new member of our 
organization. Apologies, Alta, for not men- 
tioning your name! 


It is reported that A. N. Anderson, collector, 
is buying diamonds. This report may signify 
several things. But, why should a good looking 
young man buy diamonds? 


OUTDOOR SUBSTATION, SODA LAKE, SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY, CALIF. 
The new substation is located on the Carrisa Plains section, 28 miles from McKittrick on the McKittrick 


and Santa Maria 60 K.V. Transmission Line. 


K. W. transformers to 11 K. V. The line extends due north two miles to the Soda Lake properties. 


At this point voltage is stepped down through two hundred 


At the 


present time motor installation consists of seven motors aggregating 165 horsepower. 


pleting it May 6. 
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In spito of all kinds of weather the construction crew, shown in inset, did the job in good time, com- 
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Mary DECHAINE, Reporter. 


Fish and baseball—what a combination! But 
that’s all we've been fed with lately since the 
hoof and mouth hysteria has died down a 
little, and it seems to agree with us. On May 
24th, Frank Crosson and Gerald Thede packed 
themselves and a few sandwiches into Jerry's 
famous Ford and raced to Bass Lake with fish- 
ing as their motive. Arriving at their destina- 
tion, they joined forces with no less than Jimmy 
Barrett and Ross Crawford, king of all fisher- 
men (in Madera), «qM "ang 


who were evidently? BC» "T 


there for the same 


purpose. Jerry re- - 
ports that Ross tA 
caught more than all — —^5- Ж 


of them put together ^ — 
so they must qc NES 
caught quite a mess. 527 
Well, we're not a bit MI a 
surprised. We'll 
wager that if Ross were hog-tied and squeezed 
into a /arge straight jacket, he would still be 
able to fish and in the following manner: 
Placed near the bank of a lake, he would so 
hypnotize the fish with his "awful" eyes that 
they would crawl, swim or creep out of the 
water right into his basket. This is no fish 
story either. 

Bob DeChaine has added to his menagerie 
a new coupe. What's that? Oh, a Ford, of 
course. 

Mrs. Maurice Thede, formerly Bertha Wood, 
was honored by her former associates in the 
S. J. L. & P. office, at a miscellaneous shower 
given at the home of Edna Lewis on May 14. 
Guessing games were a feature of the evening 
and among those carrying away the prizes were 
Miss Grace Phillips, Miss Doris Snyder, Miss 
Mary Butler and Mrs. Ora Ferson. Those 
present were: Mrs. F. L. Lewis, Mrs. Ora Fer- 
son, Mrs. Harvey Knowles, Mrs. L. W. Cooper 
and the Misses Mary DeChaine, Milly Gordon, 
Pansy and Grace Phillips, Francis Clevenger, 
Lois and Geneva Gibbs, Laura Allen, Doris 
Snyder, Florence Rea, Lula Lewis, Katherine 
Campbell, Virginia Knowles, Hope Gabrielson, 
Marie Moore, and Katherine and Ruth Grove. 

F. V. Boller just can't keep away from our 
office. We had the pleasure of his presence on 
May 15 but he stayed such a short time, we 
hardly had time to talk to him. 

At a stock sales meeting held in the office on 
May 26, Bob DeChaine was elected captain of 
Los Trabajadores. "We're going to warn the 
other districts right now to watch out for us. 

One of our visitors (but not from Fresno) 
during the last month was a Mr. Bird. He 
casually flew in through the back door, lighted 
on the vault—quite a sensible bird, we'll agree 
—and created havoc for a few moments. Hav- 
ing decided that he didn't like our looks at all, 
he bade us goodbye and flew out again. 

(Having nothing else to report but baseball, 
we are handing in a contribution by Bob De- 
Chaine, captain of the Madera Power Baseball 
Club). 
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Baseball in this valley for the past three years 
has been played by imported big leaguers. The 
faithful fans had to scrape around for enough 
“jack” to keep their team supplied with this big 
brush material. By so doing, the home talent 
had no chance in the whole wide world of get- 
ting out and showing their wares. Three years 
was enough for Madera. The big so-called 
Leaguers are gone and who are left to carry on 
the national pastime? The local boys. They 
are now going to get the chance and reports 
from various towns indicate that baseball is 
just as good and, in many cases, better. Base- 
ball is in full swing in Madera. The Madera 
Industrial League, represented by teams from 
the Associated Oil Shell Oil and our own Com- 
pany team, have been showing their stuff. 
Madera can boast of having some pretty fast 
amateur ball. The games played so far, have 
shown that there is much local talent. Our 
Power team can boast of having six in the first 
twelve batters that are leading the League: G. 
V. Footman, L. Harris, D. R. DeChaine, J. E. 
Scott, F. J. Hosler and B. H. Catching. The 
boys have been out twice a week in order to get 
rid of some of their winter surplus and before 
long, the team will be working like a clock. 
Here is the way they are lined up for the 
League tussels: Scott, McCrory, Ahles, pitchers; 
Stitt, catcher; Catching, Ist bass; Footman, 
2nd base; White, shortstop; DeChaine, 3rd 
base; Harris, leftfielder; Ahles, Lucckise, cen- 
ter-fielder; Hosler, right-fielder. ^ Our club 
tangled with the Shell outfit on June 1. We 
came home with the bacon to the tune of 5 to 4 
in one of the best games, seen оп the local lot 
for some time, Scott pitching a beautiful game 
and the rest of the team working like a well- 
oiled machine. 

STANDING OF CLUBS 


W L Pct. 

Associated. а.да 2 0 1000 
Power Company Я 2 1 -667 
Shell Oil. ы əсе 0 2 .000 
Its а little too 


early to report on 
vacations as yet but 
judging from miscel- 
laneous speeches 
heard in the yard, in 
the main office, and 
in the foreman’s of- 
fice, every city, town, 
resort and hamlet in 
the U.,S. (including 
Europe) will have a 
Power Company em- 
ployee vacationing in 
its bosom, some time this summer. 

We just can't keep this because it's too good 
to waste. Ralph Shupe thinks that Rex Beach 
is a summer resort. 

On June 4, we stumbled into a hitherto un- 
known accomplishment in Mr. Barrett, —he can 


^ UY Ж | ре 


“The great open spaces.” 


sing! And here’s how it came about: 

Reporter: “Got any news today, Mr. Bar- 
rett?” 

Jimmy: ‘“Nope—oh yes, our chorus sang to- 
day." 

Reporter: “Chorus? What chorus? And 


where did you sing?” 
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Jimmy: “Oh, our Eastin Farm Bureau 
Chorus. It is composed of the following voices, 


Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Mott. Mr. and Mrs. Ray 
Humphrey, Мг. and Mı». Walter Ficklin, Mr. 
and Mrs. Hubert Philips, Н. W. and Alma 
Masters and myself. We entertained at the 
joint luncheon of the “otary and Lions Clubs. 
Believe me, we sure .'- le a hit." 

Reporter: “I didn't know you could sing. 
Can you?" 

Jimmy: “Well-er-um-I- (all these dashes in- 
dicate a tendency towards stammering) I guess 
I can." 

L. J. Moore, executive engineer and Robert 
Likely of the engineering department, visited 
us while enroute to Turlock on May 31. An- 
other visitor from Fresno during the month was 
A. H. Mackechnie of the Valley Electrical Sup- 
ply Company. 


MERCED 
LutrzLLA Е. Hayes, Reporter. 


The Merced organization held a meeting 
Thursday evening, May 29, to start the cam- 
paign for the pennant of the Prior Preferred 
League. У. E. Foran, captain of the Gold Dig- 
gers, has divided the employees into four teams 
of thirteen members each with several pinch 
hitters in each team. Each team under the cap- 
taincy of G. H. Bransford, L. O. Cameron, J. 
Archibald and J. E. Harness, respectively, will 
endeavor to outplay the others each week and 
thus with the aid of competition, Merced hopes 
to win her portion of the series of League 
games. At the end of the fourteen weeks the 
two losing teams will entertain the two win- 
ning teams at a dinner. 

At the same meeting the Power Club decided 
to give a party some time in the early part of 
June at the open air pavilion at 16th and G 
Streets. On account of the quarantine in this 
district we have not held our monthly socials 
since March and naturally have loads of sur- 
plus pep stored up to make this party a big suc- 
cess and besides, the entertainment committee 
has promised us one grand surprise. The chair- 
man of said committee is C. C. Gaiser and Mr. 
Gaiser is a man of his word so we know it will 
be a surprise. 

After the organization meeting, on May 29, 
members of the Merced Power Club were 
invited to attend a dance given at the Living- 
ston Hall by the Get-Together Club. The 
usual bunch attended and on behalf of that 
bunch I want to thank the members of the Get- 
Together Club for the good time we had. The 
music was fine and the refreshments excep- 
tionally good. 

A. E. Weaver, former troubleman, has moved 
to his chicken ranch about five miles west of 
Merced and is now working as lineman in F. P. 
Crockett's gang. M. C. Warner has taken Mr. 
Weaver's place as official trouble-shooter in the 
Merced vicinity. Mr. Weaver now expects to 
go to bed every night with the chickens and 
sleep straight through until it's time to go to 
work the next morning. 

W. E. Sumner, chief clerk, has purchased a 
new five room bungalow, electrically equipped 


Google 


23 


throughout, in the Ragsdale Addition, the new- 
est residential district in Merced and a very 
desirable location for a 
home. It is a good 
fifteen block walk from 
the office, however, so 
we expect to hear any 
day that Mr. Sumner 
has signed a contract 
with Henry Ford or 
perhaps the Don Lee 
Company. 

Thomas Hancock, district manager, and O. M. 
Patten, district foreman, of the Los Banos dis- 
trict were visitors at the Merced office on 
June 4. 

J. W. Landess, truck driver for one of the 
construction gangs, is the proud daddy of a 
baby son, Thomas Burton, born May 28, 1924. 
We are sorry we're not all in the construction 
office this month 'cause we haven't had candy 
and cigars passed around for several months. 

Miss Mable Keyes, ledger clerk, has pur- 
chased a Ford. This important bit of news was 
neglected last month due to a lapse of memory 
on the reporter's part for which she humbly 
apoligizes. Miss Keyes says that an item a 
month old ceases to be news but we beg to 
differ on that point. It is quite an active piece 
of machinery and has been known to attempt 
to function on the sidewalk, usually conceded 
10 be the right-of-way of pedrestrains. 

The Yosemite Lumber Company completed 
their incline railroad at Incline Substation 
on the Yosemite Valley Railroad about three 
miles below El Portal May 18 and have started 
logging. Two trainloads a day are brought 
down to Merced Falls where their saw mill is 
located. The hoists are working perfectly and 
the lumber company officials say that electricity 
is far superior to steam for this work. 


TULE RIVER POWER HOUSE 


МіснАЕІ D. Murpny, Reporter. 


F. R. McGeorge is recovering nicely after an 
operation for tonsilitis. 

Operator M. D. Murphy and wife spent three 
weeks’ vacation in Los Angeles and Pismo 
Beach. 

E. A. Quinn spent a day at Tule and ex- 
pressed his pleasure at the general appearance 
of our camp. 

Mr. and Mrs. S. L. Birkhead made a quick 
trip to Tulare to see their daughter, Mrs. S. I. 
Ragan, who was reported to be seriously ill. 
They came back soon, however, very much re- 
lieved to find Mrs. Ragan’s condition much im- 
proved. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ross Lathrop attended a musi- 
cal recital at Porterville given by L. Kennedy, 
music teacher of that city. Ross, who has 
studied for some under Mr. Kennedy, took part 
in the recital playing first violin. 

Operator White and family made a hurried 
trip to Fresno to visit Mr. White’s mother. 

All the kiddies in camp attended a birthday 
party May 29 given to little Elaine White on 
her fourth birthday. Some other kiddies, not so 
little, attended when the ice cream was passed 
around. 
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Tule River Power House is having many 
visitors these days. Since the qarantine was 
lifted hundreds of cars are coming back into the 
mountains, a goodly number of which pause to 
look us over. 

Several members of the camp attended the 
graduation exercises at Springville. Roy 
McGeorge was the cause of our interest, he 
being the one to step out of grammar school 
and into long trousers. 


SELMA 
Howard Younc, Reporter. 


Among visitors to our office during the month 
of May were included M. E. Newlin, F. V. 
Boller, E. R. Banks and J. M. Wainscoat and 
also our old friends from Dinuba, Hazen G. 
Redfern and Jack Hammond. All are heartily 
welcome and we trust will call again soon. 


In conformity with changing conditions and 
civilization’s onward progress, new expressions, 
phrases and words are adopted from time to 
time to better express or delineate or describe 
the article or condition and differentiate if pos- 
sible from the old and new order of things. 
An appellation that has been adopted in recent 
years and obviously due to the increasing popu- 
larity of that old and honorable game of “hill- 
side marbles” is “golf widow." ‘This designa- 
tion or phrase describes a married person of 
female persuasion whose husband spends a 
goodly portion of his time on the greensward 
hitting or hitting at the little white pill. Our 
office has been graced with one of these species 
in the person of Mrs. Carl Foster, until lately 
when the lady became tired of this occupation 
and took up the sport herself. It is a rare 
privilege to watch her drive, slice and hook, etc. 
Carl is getting used to late suppers and the like. 

Matthew Hothersall, club man and well 
known in gas circles in Merced and Bakers- 
field, is with us again at his old job of testing 
and repairing gas meters. Strange to relate, he 
arrived from Merced without an_ accident 
enroute, due possibly to the disinfecting he 
received during his journey and elimination of 
all “hip and mouth” germs. 

The regular monthly meeting of the Selma 
Power Club was held on May 6 with a fair 
attendance, H. M. Phillips presiding. The 
usual routine of business was disposed of and 
a light lunch of cake and coffee was served by 
the girls. A special meeting was held on Fri- 
day night, May 23, with practically 100 per 
cent attendance and our old stock sales gang 
was again organ- 
ized. The name of 
“Rinkey Dinks" was 
again adopted and 
W. Н. (Sign Here) 
Case was elected 
captain by acclama- 
tion. It is hoped the 
other districts can 
make it at least inter- 
esting for us, for we 


are out to win this year. 
Our local office always welcomes the visits 
of А. H. Mackechnie (spoken with а рго- 
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nounced burr) and especially of late since his 
acquisition in the person of Allen H. Jr., in 
eager anticipation of a box of cigars which to 
date have not been forthcoming. It is hoped he 
will read these few lines and govern himself 
accordingly. 

John Alexander, one 
of our oldest linemen, 
is planning an extend- 
ed tour of eastern 
parts through the 
states of Texas, Lou- 
isiana and possibly on 
to Florida. He will 
travel in his new Buick 6. We all wish him 
bon voyage and a safe return to the old home 
town. 

Warren Lewis and Howard Young were 
among those who took part in the concert broad- 
cast from Station KMJ on April 30 under the 
auspices of Selma Radio Club. A forty-five 
minute program was rendered that consisted of 
singing, jazz orchestra music and a talk by 
E. L. Evans, secretary of the local Chamber of 
Commerce. According to the letters and cards 
received by the local club, the program was 
very well received. The local club desires to 
thank the Power Company for their courtesy 
and especially Syd Green, R. C. Denny, and 
A. B. Carpenter. Syd made quite a hit with 
his announcing. 

Nuel Joseph Bemusdaffer, district foreman, 
hath a lean and hungry look, due probably to 
the fact that his better half is sojourning in 
Los Angeles for a vacation of a few weeks. 
Jack is frying his own these days. 

Mrs. Delpha Henricksen has departed from 
our midst and accepted a position with H. G. 
Redfern and Company in the Dinuba office. We 
are sorry to lose Delpha but congratulate her 
on her new position and trust she will soon be- 
come acclimated in the fair village of Dinuba 
(which has the goods). 

The Ladies’ Improvement Club of Selma held 
an “Electrical Appliance’ Day on May 7 at 
which meeting the various uses of the com- 
moner forms of electrical appliances were fea- 
tured and explained. A Hughes Hot Point 
Electric Range was furnished through the 
courtesy of the Valley Electrical Supply Com- 
pany and Mrs. Tripp ably demonstrated it to 
the ladies. The uses of the electric washer and 
vacuum cleaner were also explained and later a 
lunch was served, cooked entirely by electricity. 
A very enjoyable and instructive afternoon was 
had by all present. 

Your reporter takes exception to а certain 
article in the April number of the Power Maga- 
zine under the Dinuba notes and from the style 
of the diction and general set up of the King’s 
English used, was presumably written by one 
J. E. Hammond. The article stated that your 
humble reporter had given up the spirited game 
of tennis for the less exciting and strenuous 
game of golf, due to advancing age and general 
decrepitude. While it is true that the latter 
pastime is occasionally indulged in during off 
moments and we feel the weight of advancing 
years, yet tennis still holds first position in our 
heart and we challenge the author of this 
scurrilous and misleading statement to a match 
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any time and anywhere he might feel lucky. 
Furthermore, Selma district will take on any 
district in a 36 hole golf match (Durfey and 
Company of Fresno excepted). 


DINUBA 


BLANCHE WEDDLE, Reporter. 

Here is to the 
opening of the big 
Prior Preferred 
Baseball League that 
stared Monday 
morning, June 2, 
one hundred per cent 
strong. First of all 
we want to congra- 
tulate District Man- 
ager Redfern who 
secured subscriptions for five shares of Prior 
Preferred Stock the first day. Mr. Redfern is 
stepping out with "Progress" in a way that 
shows Dinuba is not as slow as some people 
think we are. 

Wilbur A. Macy, assistant chief clerk in the 
Dinuba office has been transferred to the 
Coalinga office to act as chief clerk. Congratu- 
lations to Wilbur on his promotion. 

On Saturday, May 17, an eight-pound boy 
was left at the home of Howard Finch, clerk 
in the Dinuba office. The young fellow's name 
is Robert Howard. 

Mr. Stork again was busy on May 31 when 
he left an eleven-pound boy at the home of 
Mack D. Wheat, truck driver, in the Dinuba 
District. — Wheat, better known as "Buck," is 
star catcher in the Valley League Baseball team 
of Dinuba. 

At last vacation time has started in the 
Dinuba District: Joe Freitas, serviceman 
helper, left May 26 for his vacation. However, 
we are unable to state where Joe was going 
as he refused to give out any information. 

Hazen G. Redfern, 
district manager in the 
Dinuba office, left Sat- + 
urday morning, June 7, 
to be gone for three 
weeks. Mr. Redfern at- 
tended the Lions Con- 
vention at Omaha, after 
which time he visited 
friends in Omaha. 

During the month of May, Gaskell Jacobs, 
V. R. Frazee, F. V. Boller of the Main office, 
and William Whittington of the Coalinga office 
visited the Dinuba office. 


BAKERSFIELD 
J. А. Ware, Reporter. 
AMONG OURSELVES 

On Tuesday evening, May 27, fourteen of 
“us girls” motored to Buttonwillow and enjoyed 
a swim and chicken dinner. It was unanimously 
declared “the best ever” so it is liable to hap- 
pen again. 

Lillian Broeker was a visitor in this district 
for a few days this month. We were all glad 
to see her and to know that she comes to a good 
town when she wants dental work done. 

"What's in a name they say? 
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But lovely Lorena Love lives up to her's in 
every way.” 

Lorena is leaving us. “No, not for good, only 
a leave of absence"—she says, but we all have 
our doubts. This is the time of the year when 
Dan Cupid does his stuff and we're afraid he's 
captured her too. 

Among recent week-end visitors to Los 
Angeles and the beaches were Bess Johnston, 
Vyvian Haeffner, Nena Hoagland, Theresa Kel- 
ley, Helen Bumgardner and Mildred Benfield. 

De Nize Lohman spent a week-end recently 
in Fresno as the guest of Gene McClain and 
Lilian Broeker. ‘That has been all of two 
weeks ago and she hasn't stopped raving yet 
about that new building she visited. 

Mrs. Anna De Courcey recently visited 
Fresno, while Chloris Bender motored to the 
beaches, each taking advantage of the holiday 
for a brief vacation. 

Dot Ponton is spending her vacation in Los 
Angeles. “There’s no place like it,” Dot says. 

On Wednesday, May 28, our retail store was 
visited by Mr. Giraud's Science Class from the 
Kern County High School, consisting of 180 
students. A. K. Carson, manager of our retail 
store, gave them a very interesting talk on small 
electrical appliances, their use and construction, 
and also the construction and uses of the differ- 
ent types of lamps. 

"Brandy" Brandin is 
with us, directing the 
inventory of supplies,— 
"making things count" 
and his assistants tell 
strange stories of count- 
ing stock in their sleep. 

When it comes to 
"Blue Rooms, “Pink 
Rooms," etc., the White 
House has nothing on 
"Doc" Carsons new 
home, which he recent- 
ly moved into in the 
Virginia Tract. 


WITH THE STREET CAR 
CREW 

W. V. Shaul, railway 
cashier, returned from 
Oakland May 23, where 
he attended the Knights 
of Pythias Convention 
as a delegate from 
Bakersfield. On the 
trip homeward, Mr. Shaul visited San Jose, 
Monterey, Carmel-by-the-Sea and Pismo. Clam 
fishing is one of the sports at which our cashier 
excels. A. Griggs, car 
operator, spent the 
latter half of May 
on a vacation. 
“Pop’s” chief diver- 
sion was hunting 
jack rabbits and it 
is reported that the 
number has been 
reduced materially 
since the old timer 
has been working 
among them. 


H. Brandin. 
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The new White Motor Coach recently pur- 
chased was placed in operation on Niles Street 
shortly after June 1. Niles Street is paved now. 

С. К. Comer, recently employed, has been 
assigned to the duties of car operator. 

V. N. Mickelberry attended the California 
Electric Railway Association Convention in 
San Diego, May 9 and 10, and while there, 
availed himself of the opportunity of seeing the 
very latest in street cars in operation. 

Foreman G. W. Johnson has practically com- 
pleted the general overhauling of equipment 
carried on in conjunction with the painting 
which is being directed by A. Cuzen of Fresno. 

Among our visitors from the General Office 
during the month were Syd Green and C. F. 
Gilcrest. 


STEAM PLANT 

H. L. Shirley, assistant efficiency man at the 
Steam Plant, resigned June 1, to go to Los 
Angeles where he is going into business for 
himself. 

The stork visited the home of G. B. Clark, 
assistant clerk in the Steam Plant office, a few 
days ago and left a seven pound boy. 

During the month of May, C. C. Thomas and 
Mr. Macy, representatives of the Dwight P. 
Robinson Company of Los Angeles, visited our 
plants and spoke very highly of our facilities 
here. 

A class of approximately 180 students from 
the Kern County Union High School were also 
shown through the Bakersfield Steam Plant. 

The Steam Plant has two new additions. One 
is an aquarium which contains many species of 
gold fish, and the other is an arena which is 
occupied by a nine-year old alligator. These 
additions add to the beauty of the grounds sur- 
rounding the Steam Plant. 

During the month of May, T. J. Adams and 
Wm. Aspittle, firemen at the Steam Plant, were 
among those vacationing from this district. 


MIDWAY STEAM PLANT 


The Club House and Plunge at Midway are 
proving to be just as popular with the public 
as with the Steam plant employees. Midway 
has been the setting of many jolly parties 
lately. On the evening of May 15, the Sopho- 
more class of the Wasco High School and 
Assistant Principal Robertson were entertained 
by Mrs. John Morgan and Mrs. John Kinney. 
After an hour in the plunge, the students were 
served a delicious supper at the Club House. 
The evening was spent in games and music, 
and at the conclusion, ice cream and cake were 
served. The students voted the evening a great 
success and on leaving, gave school yells for 
their hostesses and A. Y. Meudell and G. Z. 
Ogden. 

Two days later, a number of boys from St. 
Paul’s church at Bakersfield, accompanied by 
several members of the Brotherhood of St. 
Andrew, spent Saturday afternoon at the Mid- 
way Steam Plant. They spent most of the 
afternoon in the plunge, and it certainly gave 
them an appetite, judging from the way the 
buns and “hot dogs" disappeared at supper- 
time. Supper was served at the Club House. 
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On Saturday evening, May 17, another party 
from Wasco High School, consisting of 15 
Seniors and 35 Juniors, with Miss Cruess, Miss 
Koepsell and Mr. Mohr of the faculty, visited 
the Steam Plant. After they had cooled off in 
the plunge, they were shown through the plant 
by G. Z. Ogden. Ice cream and cake were 
served at the Club House and later in the even- 
ing they had a weiner and marshmallow roast 
around a big bonfire. 


CORCORAN 


Epyru HawonTH, Reporter. 


Even though the 
days are getting hot 
enough to run the 
thermometer up to a 
good high level we are 
still quite comfortable 
during office hours, as 
our office has just 
been retinted in a 
restful shade of pearl 
grey and several elec- 
tric fans are doing 
their bit. 

Mrs. Viva Reid of the Lemoore office spent 
the day with us Monday, May 5, making her- 
self familiar with how the reports and bills 
were handled in this office before being sent to 
Lemoore. 

During the early part of the month F. V. 
Boller, assistant manager of the commercial 
department in Fresno, made us a short visit. 

Syd Green while in our district for a brief 
visit took some very good pictures of J. A. De 
Artenay’s cotton planter and the young stand of 
cotton. Mr. De Artenay is one of the large 
cotton growers of this section. 

F. C. Carroll, district manager, spent Tues- 
day, May 20, in Fresno, attending a district 
manager’s meeting. 

H. Weiss, who took Lee Wilcox’ place as 
cashier, is now getting quite well established in 
his corner and also with his new work. 

F. C. Carroll has been suffering quite a little 
with a severe cut on his left hand which he 
accidentally fell heir to while cutting some grass 
with a small hand scythe, one evening. He says 
one doesn’t appreciate two hands until one of 
them is on the bum. 

E. R. Banks, V. R. Frazee and J. M. Wains- 
coat were also among 
those from Fresno who 
visited our district dur- 
ing the month. 

John D. Ryan, trav- 
eling auditor, has been 
in our office for the 
past few weeks, going 
over his usual routine 
of checking up the me 
books and office in gen- 


eral. --------- 
LOS BANOS 
Е. А. Trant, Reporter. 

A. G. Wishon, vice-president and managing 
director, visited our office during the month. 
F. V. Boller, assistant commercial manager, was 
also with us during May. 


A new reporter. 
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Thos. Hancock, district manager, and L. E. 
Flinn, chief clerk, were in Fresno on May 20. 
Mr. Hancock attended the District Managers’ 
meeting. 

E. J. Prien, storekeeper, spent Sunday, May 
18, in San Jose visiting friends. 

E. A. Trant, bookkeeper, and family spent 
Sunday, May 18, with relatives in Oakland. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Ellis drove to Menlo Park 
Sunday, May 25, returning with Mrs. Ellis' 
mother who had been visiting there. 

L. E. Flinn, chief clerk, spent Memorial Day 
in Tracy visiting friends. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thos. Hancock entertained the 
Power Club on May 1. The evening was spent 
in playing cards, after which refreshments were 
served. Mr. Hancock is becoming a card shark, 
judging from the number of games he wins. 

On the evening of May 27, the Power Club 
gave an Italian dinner, after which the mem- 
bers sojourned to the Hugh Staley residence 
where the balance of the evening was spent in 
plaving cards. 

Mrs. Lola McDougall was elected captain of 
our team in the baseball series. She promises a 
lot of home runs and stolen bases. 


SAN LUIS OBISPO AND PASO 


ROBLES 
L. M. Кіснетті, Reporter. 

The following were visitors in this District 
during the month of May: Mr. and Mrs. W. 
E. Whittington of Coalinga, S. B. Patterson, 
B. Babbs, Frank Suters, M. Lohse, J. M. Bus- 
well, E. A. Quinn, F. V. Boller and J. P. Ogle 
of Fresno. We expect to see quite a lot of the 
Fresno people from now on, as the climate of 
San Luis Obispo is very inviting during the 
summer, although on the first warm day we 
had, Mr. Patterson was mopping his brow 
and lamenting the fact that he had left "cool" 
Fresno. 

On May 13 the Power Club met at the Civic 
Auditorium. After the business meeting, de- 
lightful refreshments were served. Everyone is 
on tip toe awaiting the next meeting, at which 
time new officers will be elected. 

REWARD! REWARD! W. R. Coats is 
offering quite a liberal reward to any one who 
finds the sender of a “Lollypop” which he re- 
ceived through the mail. He want to thank the 
party. The nearer Mr. Coats’ wedding 
approaches the more pranks he is having played 
on him. 

Monday evening, May 26, fellow employees 
gave a miscellaneous shower in honor of Miss 
Wade and W. R. Coats, who are to be married 
June 16. About sixty friends of the couple 
gathered in the picnic glen at Camp Fremont 
where supper was served and a large bonfire 
enjoyed. Many lovely gifts were received by 
the couple. А regular surprise box was pre- 
pared for Mr. Coats, containing everything from 
a rattle to toy kitchen set. 


GENERAL OFFICE 


Alma Schneider, comptometer operator, left 
the company May 31, to make her home in San 
Francisco, her husband, who is employed in the 
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credit department of Roos Brothers, being trans- 
ferred to the home store. Members of the 
accounting department presented her with a 
beautiful Holland vase. 

Minerva Grossman of the job and estimate 
department resigned on June 14 and has left 
for her old home in St. Paul, Minnesota. Min- 
erva plans on having a delightful trip, as 
she will travel by boat from San Francisco to 
New York by way of Panama. 

Another traveler from the job and estimate 
department is Ruth Garrettson, who has re- 
signed to go East. Ruth, with her brother and 
sister-in-law, will make an automobile trip to 
St. Louis, Missouri, and will be gone about two 
months. Beth Hilton, formerly of the account- 
ing department, will take Ruth’s place. 

Little Phyliss Wolcott is a recent arrival at 
the home of Lester Wolcott of the Research 
Division. Les and Bob Dunkle spend a great 
deal of time telling what wonderful things their 
babies have done and will do. Phyliss was born 
on May 29. 

Fred Downie, elevator boy, sprained his knee 
when he slipped off the running board of a car 
while returning from a swimming trip оп 
June 4. Theodore Scheidt, formerly elevator 
boy in the Mattei building, took Fred’s place. 

Mr. and Mrs. R. F. Letchworth spent the 
week-end of May 30 fishing at Crane Valley 
Lake. Mr. Letchworth caught four fish with a 
hook and Nyra caught one (yes, finny variety) 
with a smile. Nell Scanlon says that’s nothing, 
as she had four given to her too, and she didn't 
have to go to the mountains either. Nell must 
have used the same kind of bait that Nyra used. 

Speaking of trips, Mary Hall of the Collec- 
tion Department and secretary of the Power 
Club, has taken out a four-months leave of 
absence to make an extended tour, starting 
about June 20. Miss Helen Dolfin of San Jose, 
her college chum, will accompany her. The 
girls have been planning this trip for the past 
two years and if you could hear Mary tell about 
it, you'd be surprised that it didn't take them 
longer. The itinerary in part includes Port 
land, Seattle, Vancouver, B. C., Lake Louise and 
Banff, Chicago, Mary's old home in Indiana, 
Washington, D. C., Niagara Falls and Buffalo, 
Boston and New York. From New York they 
will come by boat to New Orleans and then 


home by way of the Grand Canyon. There 
must be at least three towns in the United 
States and Canada that they will not visit. 


Mary expects to be back on the job about 
October 1. 


FRESNO DISTRICT OFFICE 


GarreTT VAN BUREN, Reporter. 


The ladies of the Consumers’ Department held 
a party in Roeding Park on June 2. It was a 
double-header in its purpose, being in honor of 
Miss Popp who is soon to be married and Mrs. 
Fletcher Easton, who is leaving for the East 
with Mr .Easton. Miss Popp is to be married 
in September to Mr. Hicks of the Fire Depart- 
ment. Her part of the party was in the form 
of a shower. She received several very pretty 
gifts, among which was a very appropriate one 
from the five girls in the Water Company—a 
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water pitcher and five glasses. Miss Popp ex- 
pressed ignorance of the fact that the party was 
to be in the form of a shower but she came in 
a large machine with plenty of room to carry 
the presents away. These things will leak out. 
Mrs. Easton was presented with a large box of 
candy. Games were played and refreshments 
were served. Those enjoying the party were 
the “whole gang.” 

Fred Allen of the Consumers’ Counter has 
returned from a vacation spent in Los Angeles, 
San Diego and Tia Juana, Mexico. He appar- 
ently spent something more than his time in Tia 
Juana, sending a picture postcard to the boys 
in the office that brought back fond memories 
of the good old days. 

Mrs. Pascoe has also returned from a vaca- 
tion spent along the California Coast. 

O. D. Martin spent the Memorial Day week- 
end on a fishing trip to Bear Valley. He 
brought home a lot of wierd stories of wonder- 
ful catches, a few pictures of corroboration, and 
a fine sunburn. 

A new Luncheon Club is very much in exist- 
ence. The employees of this company (male 
only) have organized themselves to meet once 
every two weeks at noon, where at to feed 
themselves and make remarks one to another 
and all to one. Much enjoyment is obtained by 
those who are normally capable of appreciating 
anything other than drab seriousness. The first 
meeting was held six weeks ago at which time 
there were thirty-three men present. At the 
following meeting 83 were present. The next 
meeting is coming up soon. 

This is not a formal club. Any man in the 
organization is privileged to come and enjoy 
the festivities. If he behaves himself, he will 
be out only the price of a good meal, but if he 
takes the affair too seriously and makes such a 
mistake as addressing anyone as “Mister,” he 
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will probably be out 10c additional. If any of 
the outside district men happen in town on Lun- 
cheon Day, they should feel privileged, yea, 
bound, to attend. Тһе grip is the price and 
"Mum" is the word. If anyone waits for ап 
invitation, he may be out of luck. The meetings 
are “Soviet” to an extreme and “Bolshevistic” 
rules prevail. There are so many of the latter 


that it is impossible to sit through a luncheon 
without violating three or four of them. Paul 
Wilson, our district manager, was fined because 
he would not be serious and Lee Duncan was 
fined because he was. 


It’s a fine mess! 

Marie Harder of the 
Consumers’ Department 
was married to Wil- 
liam G. Pedigo of Kut- 
ner-Goldstein Company, 
the ceremony being per- 
formed at Marie’s home 
in Del Rey on Saturday 
evening, June 14. After 
a short honeymoon, Mr. 
and Mrs. Pedigo will make their home in 
Fresno. Marie will continue her work with the 
company. 

Fletcher Easton, who has been confined to his 
home for some time, left on May 7 for Roches- 
ter, Minn, where the Mayo Brothers will 
operate upon him. 

The latest benedict in Valley Electrical Sup- 
ply Company circles is Harold Rogers, manager 
of the H Street store of the company. Harold 
persuaded Miss Dorothy Dickey of Raisin City 
to share his fortunes and misfortunes, and the 
couple were quietly married June 5 at the 
Episcopal Church in Fresno. A short honey- 
moon was spent in the Bay District, and now 
the Rogers family are at home to their friends 
at 808 Farris. 


PRIZE WINDOW OF VALLEY ELECTRICAL SUPPLY CO. 
During the recent convention of the Pacific Coast Advertising Clubs held in Fresno a cup was offered for 


the most attractive window display made during the convention. 


J. U. Berry of the Valley Electrical Supply 


Company won the trophy which is shown in the foreground of the window. 
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GARAGE 


Fay Strain of the garage took a trip to the 
Falls recently to catch a few of the finny 
tribe. Fay reports fishing fine and says that he 
caught six large perch. However Heinie Jan- 
son does not agree with Fay as Heinie states 
that there are no fish in the lake, and that he 
does not get much pleasure out of eating imagi- 
nary perch. 

“Your car may have the speed of the wind 
and the power of many horses, but why not 
save it and enjoy the scenery?” are words of 
wisdom from Jimmie Wainscoat. 

Russell Kempton, car dispatcher at the 
garage, recently made a business trip to San 
Francisco. 

Chub King, who won fame as a bear tamer 
during the moving of the bear, “King Kilo- 
watt,” at the last fair, has just returned from 
a trucking job at Los Olivas. Chub reports a 
narrow escape from bringing back a good look- 
ing Danish girl as Mrs. King, the company rule 
against carrying passengers being the only 
thing preventing him. Chub has been trans- 
fered to the Selma District as extra driver. 

When someone said 
that two can live cheap- 
er than one, they started 
a real contest because 
the only way to prove 
this is by actual trial. 
А recent contestant to 
determine the truth of 
this statement is one of 
our тоге progressive 
truck drivers, Sam Lane, who slipped away a 
few weeks ago and acquired a life partner. 
Sam succeeded in keeping the geod news to 
himself for some time, but regulat meals and 
quiet home life will tell on the bes: of us sooner 
or later, and Sam's secret leaked out when it 
was noticed he is getting fat. 

Harry Reynolds, car greaser on the night 
force, has appeared in his new summer clip, 
Harry's style of hair cut is very simple. His 
instructions to the barber are: “Get 'em all." 
'The result is a dome as slick as a doorknob. 

A crew of men have torn out the temporary 
offices in the southeast part of the garage to 
make additional storage space which is very 
much needed at this time. 

With the moving of District Foreman Art 
Hensley and his department to the garage, it 
has become necessary to install trespass signs 
especially near the ice water. But what is most 
needed now is some fearless person to enforce 
the signs. 

During the month, J. M. Wainscoat made 
tours of inspection of automobile equipment in 
Madera, Merced and Corcoran Districts. 

Among those from out of town who visited 
the garage during the month for servicing or 
repairing of cars were Hazen G. Redfern, the 
genial district manager of Dinuba; Ross Craw- 
ford, district foreman of Madera; Chas. J. 
Kelly, district manager of San Luis Obispo, and 
E. G. Stahl, district manager of San Joaquin. 
We are always glad to see our country cus- 
tomers no matter how small their order may be. 
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(Note. the following communicatica from 
R. F. Brock, garage foreman, tells its own 
story.) 

There are many matters about which we do 
not like to talk too freely, but there is one thing 
that should be thoroughly understood by all who 
drive company cars and have them repaired at 
the garage. Employees of the garage are here 
for servicing company cars for which service 
they receive their little meal ticket each time 
the ghost walks. It is their duty to be cour- 
teous and at all times to render the best service 
possible. Under these conditions I must ask 
that every one refrain from tipping employees. 
It has been called to my attention that one 
official of the construction department recently 
passed out-to H. M. Jansen a tip of one penny. 
This money is now in escrow at the garage 
office and will be returned upon request. 

STORES ‹ 

W. S. Richter is 
enjoying his vacation 
at Santa Cruz, where 
he hopes to meet W 
Miss Fresno and per- z 
haps assist her in 
some of the swimming stunts. 

John Starr, truck driver, was confined to his 
bed with a light attack of the flu. However, 
he was able to get back on the job early in 
June. John Flores took care of his work while 
he was absent. 

E. C. Hanson took advantage of the holiday 
of May 30, taking a trip to Sacramento in his 
trusty Chevrolet. 

Hazen G. Redfern of Dinuba was a visitor 
at the general warehouse this month. 

WAREHOUSE 

T. H. Gibbs was off on sick leave for three 
days. 

The force at the warehouse have .been very 
busy this last month, as we have been shipping 
transformers to Bakersfield, Selma, Dinuba, 
Madera and Merced. 

PRINT SHOP 

Fred Kerner, pressman, left the employ of 

the company on June 1. 
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT 

D. P. Mason made a trip to San-Francisco 
and Los Angeles during the month on company 
business. 

O. M. Simpson was in Merced on company 
business during the month. 

C. W. Copeland has been unable to be at work 
on account of a badly ulcerated eye. 

H. J. Clinch enjoyed a two weeks’ vacation 
during the month of May. 

S. B. Patterson is spending some time in San 
Luis Obispo and Santa Maria districts attending 
to Stores Department business. 

Ralph Wiley, city electrician of San Francisco 
and a recent visitor in Fresno, inspected our 
new building and pronounced it one of the 
most up-to-date and best lighted buildings in 
country. Mr. Wiley was particularly interested 
in the flood lighting, as he has been authorized 
t^» flood light the dome of San Francisco’s City 
Пай. 

Vacation time is here and the first to be оп 
her way from this department will be Mrs. 
Lila Rose. 
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We recently received word from A. R. Pol- 
lansky, who stated that he is employed in the 
construction department on the Owens River 

job. 

Mrs. Edith Willey had a very enjoyable trip 
to Yosemite Valley over Memorial Day. 

H. H. Greenfield decided to become a tax 
payer in the county and has purchased a cozy 
home in Sierra Vista. 

The Purchasing Department is now 100 per 
cent bobbed heads, Mrs. Fred Ashley being the 
last recruit. 


LOST 


About May 21, 4 rings in a small chamois 
ring bag—1 diamond in plain tiffany setting; 
1 diamond in blutcher setting engraved on sides; 
I large golden sapphire in plain tiffany setting; 
1 band of five opals engraved on sides. These 
rings valued as keepsakes, being gifts from 
mother now deceased. 

Anyone finding or knowing the whereabouts 
of these rings please notify Ethel W. Kelly, 
Stenographic Department, San Joaquin Light & 
Power Corporation, Fresno. Liberal reward. 


DINUBA DISTRICT 
Hazen С. RepFern, District Manager. 


The month of May has been the best month 
this year from a new business standpoint. This 
increase is largely due to the exceptionally dry 
winter and spring. 

General conditions show little change over 
last month, but it seems to be the general 
opinion that conditions are improving gradually 
and with the harvesting of the present fruit 
crop business will return to normal. 

During the month of May, we received appli- 
cations for the following: Two 7kilowatt 
ranges, one 3-kilowatt water heater, thirty-eight 
S-horsepower motors, twenty 7!4-horsepower 
motors, thirteen 10-horsepower motors, four 
15-horsepower motors, one 20 and one 25-horse- 
power motor. 

In addition to these new installations, eleven 
of our consumers have made increases in their 
installations totaling 3117 horsepower, 1414 
horsepower of industrial motors and 14 light 
consumers were also added during the month. 

There are six new green fruit packing 
houses under construction in this district at 
present. Three are located in Dinuba, one in 
Reedley and two in suburban territory. 

The National Fruit Exchange is installing a 
new refrigerating system in its green fruit 
house at Reedley. 

We are constructing a new warehouse and 
storeroom in Dinuba and expect to have it com- 
pleted by July 1. 

During the month of May we completed 36 
estimates and 15 jobs and set 81 meters on new 
installations. 


MADERA DISTRICT 
J. E. BARRETT, District Manager. 


Тһе people of Madera county are feeling 
more optimistic since the hoof and mouth dis- 
ease has been brought under control. State con- 
trol of the quarantine has brought about more 
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confidence from the public in general and busi- 
ness has resumed more or less its normal trend. 


Reports of swarms of grasshoppers in the 
Raymond district have alarmed some of the 
ranchers in this district. The Horticultural 
Commissioner has been keeping in close contact 
with the situation to prevent the advance of 
the hoppers into the vineyard area. 

Operating conditions in the Madera district 
during the month were good with the exception 
of trouble experienced during an_ electrical 
storm in the middle of May, when the 2-10 K. 
V. lines and arc circuit running along the high- 
way next to the Courthouse were brought down 
because of trees blowing into the line. As we 
have been refused permission to trim these trees, 
it may be necessary to move the line to the out- 
skirts of town. 

During the month 35 prospects cards were 
made out, representing 66V; horsepower іп 
motors, 1434 kilowatts in light, 99 kilowatts in 
ranges and 30 kilowatts in water heaters. 

Business actually connected include 16 light- 
ing consumers, 21 heating and cooking, 4 indus- 
trial and 22 agricultural power consumers. 
The connected load for this service is 16 kilo- 
watts in lights, 157.1 kilowatts in heating and 
cooking, 85.5 horsepower industrial and 208.5 
horsepower agricultural power. 

One of the most important loads connected is 
the People’s Ice Corporation’s new plant in the 
city of Madera, which represents a connected 
load of 77/5 horsepower. ‘They are manufac- 
turing ice at the present time for distribution 
in and around Madera. The plant has a capac- 
ity of about 18 tons per day and is equipped 
for two cold storage rooms, one at the present 
time being occupied by the Eilert Products Com- 
pany and the other is to be used as a pre-cooling 
room when shipping perishable foodstuffs, 


SAN JOAQUIN DISTRICT 
E. G. STAHL, District Manager. 


During the month of May the San Joaquin 
district signed 90 horsepower in pumping plants, 
and 42.9 kilowatts for cooking, heating, and 
lighting. Some of the important loads signed are 
Wylie Giffen, 25 horsepower; L. Borges, 10 
horsepower; Phillips & Johnson, 10 horsepower; 
J. A. Nicklason, 15 horsepower; E. T. Bowers, 
10 horsepower; J. A. Johnson, 15 horsepower; 
Fred Wagner, 5 horsepower; F. J. McAuliffe, 
range and water heater; San Joaquin Metho- 
dist Church, range and water heater; and E. 
T. Bowers, range. 


The cotton crop in the Mendota District is 
looking very good for this season of the year. 
A total of about 8,000 acres has been planted, 
which should gross a revenue of $1,250,000. 
There was also a large yield of asparagus in 
this territory this year, which has netted very 
satisfactory returns. Butterfat and alfalfa prices 
are low at present, but an increase in price in 
these products is expected within the next month. 
Land companies are expecting a revival of land 
sales this fall, and indications are that a much 
larger acreage will be planted to cotton next 
year. 
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Worse 
"Did the speaker electrify his audi- 
ence?” 
“No, he merely gassed it.”—Wéillamette 
Collegian. 


ALL STRAIGHT 
Doctor—"Did that medicine straighten 
your husband out all right?” 
Wife—‘Yes, we buried him yesterday.” 
—College of the Pacific Weekly. 


SicNs oF OLD TIMES 
“Do you believe in evolution?” 
“Well, I'm open to conviction, but 
whenever I travel on the subway I'm con- 
vinced that it hasn't started yet."—Life. 


Happy THOUGHT 
“Тһегев something in the world be- 
sides money.” 
“Yes, there’s the poorhouse.”—Boston 
Transcript. 


Purety Pro ТЕМ 
Lily—‘‘So yo’ done mortgaged our ІГІ 
home?" 
Mose—‘“‘Jes’ tem-rarily, honey, till de 
mortgage am fo'closed."— T'he American 
Legion Weekly. 


Ам UNSELFISH IDEA 

A motorist speeding through a country 
neighborhood killed a hen. He stopt and 
prest a two-dollar bill into the hand of 
little Edna, who was on her way to neigh- 
bor Reed’s. Edna ran and told her 
mama of her good fortune. 

"Well, said her thrifty mother, “put 
the money in your bank and I will cut the 
hen's head off so we can eat her." 

"Perhaps, mama," said Edna thought- 
fully, "as long as we have the money we 
had better let the Reeds eat the hen. It 
was their hen.”—Boston Transcript. 
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Тне Persona, Тоосн 
interesting advertisement 
appeared in the college paper: 

"If the gentleman who took my psy- 
chology notes from the cloak-rack will 
return them before exams, no questions will 
go unanswered.”—Colorado Dodo. 


An which 


NATURALLY 

The inquisitive old lady was bending 
over the bed of a wounded soldier whose 
head was swathed with cotton and linen. 

"Were you wounded in the head, my 
boy?” she asked. 

“No’m,” replied a faint voice. “I was 
shot in the foot and the bandage has slipt 
up."—The American Legion Weekly. 


Tue Durrer’s EPITAPH 
Under the wide and starry sky, 
Dig the grave and let me lie, 
Glad I’ve lived, and gladly die 
Far from this world of strife. 


These be the lines you grave for me: 
Here he lies where he wants to be 
Here he lies by the nineteenth tee, 
Where he’s lied all through his life. 
—New York Herald Tribune. 


No Suow For Bap NERVES 

The road being narrow and dangerous, 
the guest was overjoyed to find his host 2 
careful driver. As they gingerly climbed 
a treacherous incline another car shot by. 
The guest shivered. 

“How foolish that man was to pass us 
on this precipice.” 

"Wasn't he?" 

“Why did he risk his life like that?" 

“Just wanted to show us he had a fast 
car," responded the careful driver. “But 
I'll show him." 

And he proceeded to step on it—Pitts- 
burgh Sun. 
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CORCORAN DISTRICT 


Е. С. CannoLL, District Manager. 


During the month of May we signed up a 
total of 298 horsepower, including the following 
for agricultural service: Harp Bros., 35 horse- 
power; Arthur Anderson, 30 horsepower; A. P. 
Gomes, 15 horsepower; Nis Hansen, 30 horse- 
power; H. G. Stridde, 10 horsepower; Arsenio 
& Son, 10 horsepower; D. I. Drown, 10 horse- 
power; Chas. Bryson, 10 horsepower; Fred Dib- 
ble, 10 horsepower; C. Church, 10 horsepower; 
Н. M. Goodrich, 714 horsepower; Е. К. Gomes, 
714 horsepower; J. Tomasetti, 777 horsepower; 
W. S. and Mabel Robinson, 2217 horsepower; 
H. N. Taylor, 777 horsepower; Cora Hensley, 
7% horsepower; A. V. Taylor, 5 horsepower; 


Forrest Riley, 5 horsepower; Geo. McCord, 
216 horsepower; Kenneth Battelle, 5 horse- 


power; and І. M. Coke, 27 horsepower. 

The following were connected for cooking 
service under our schedule C-I-A: J. W. Gui- 
berson, 1277 kilowatts; L. Hansen, 8 kilowatts; 
and J. C. Poindexter, 7 kilowatts. 
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There were 8 new lighting consumers for the 
month. 

Our crews are very busy at this time increas- 
ing the size of pumping plants, due to lower 
water levels and the greater demand for water 
owing to the dry year. 

The cotton planted in this District is doing 
fine and practically all the growers report a 
very good stand and anticipate a good crop and 
equally good prices. 

The alfalfa growers who are marketing their 
hay at this time are receiving very profitable 
returns. 


The Taft District covers an area of more 
than 2,000 square miles extending from the Kern 
County line on the north to the Tehachapi 
mountains on the south and from Buena Vista 
Lake on the east to the Coast mountains on the 
west. In this vast territory there are served 
175 oil companies having a connected load of 
12,631 horsepower, and 2,900 industrial lighting 
and power and residential lighting consumers. 


SAN JOAQUIN POWER 


MAGAZINE 
CONTENTS 
The Cities of Black Gold - - - 7 
Entrance Taft Union High School - 2 


Drilling by Electricity - - - - 6 
The Motor Proves Its Case By Н. М. CARROLL 7 
Taft's First District Manager - - 10 


State Bureau Protects Oil Fields 
Ву E. HUGUENIN - - 12 


Business in District Shows Healthy Growth 14 


Taft Office Scenes - - - ш 15 
Taft—Where Oil Is King - - - 16-17 
Editorial: 

The Midway District - - 18 

Selma Next - - - - 18 

Accident Prevention - - 18 
Around the Loop  - 5 - - - 20 
The Jolly Little Shears - - - - 31 
Statistics - - - - - - 32 


Google 


SAN JOAQUIN LIGHT AND 
POWER CORPORATION 


A Few Statistics as of December 31, 1923 


1,942 employees in all departments—oper- 
ating and construction. 
21,014 bondholders and stockholders. 
34.945 square miles in which company oper- 
ates, 
10 counties in Central California served— 
Mariposa, Merced, Madera. Fresno, 
Kings, Tulare, Kern. Monterey, Sar 
Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara—with a 
population of 400,000. 
66,441 gas, water and electric consumers. 
115.467 horsepower developed in 11 hydro-elec- 
tric plants. 
72,066 horsepower developed in 3 steam plants. 
87.033 horsepower developed in 14 plants. 
95,706 kilowatt hours total output of system 
in 12 months ending December 31, 
1923. 
631,817,100 cubic feet of natural and manufactured 
gas sold in 12 months ending 
December 31, 1923, in 3 cities. 

5,023 miles of electric transmission and dis 

tribution lines. 
166 miles of main used in distribution of 
gas. 
18 miles of main used in distribution of 
water, 
2 cities supplied with power for electric 
railways. 
16,315,100.000 gallons storage capacity for water used 
in generating electricity. 
1,784.019.200 cubic feet of natural gas and 7.163 
barrels of oil used іп generating 
electricity during 12 months ending 
December 31, 1923. 

67.130 horsepower of agricultural motors de- 
pending on San Joaquin Power. 
irrigating 402.780 acres of land. 

49.790 horsepower of industrial motors sup- 
plied by San Joaquin Power, 

18,184 horsepower of oil well motors operated 

by San Joaquin Power. 
horsepower of municipal power served 
by San Joaquin Power. 
249.675 horsepower total connected load, 
$2,«96,003.47 wares paid emnlovees in 1922, 
$657,502,01 taxes paid in 1928, 
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TERRITORY SERVED 


| JOAQUIN 
3e | IGHT & POWER 


WD UBLIC SERVICE 


HE TERRITORY served by the San Joaquin Light & Power Corporation covers approxi- 
mately 6,000,000 acres in seven counties of the San Joaquin Valley. In this map are 
shown 5023 miles of transmission and distribution lines, 11 water power plants, 3 steam plants 


having an installed capacity of 187,533 horsepower which is distributed through 50 substations. 

e Midland Counties Public Service Corporation, serving in Fresno, Monterey, San Luis 
Obispo, and Santa Barbara Counties receives all of its power wholesale from the San Joaquin 
Light & Power Corporation. 
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Dividend Day 


June 15th 


Again stockholders of San Joaquin Power Prior Preferred 
Stock are receiving their quarterly dividends of $1.75 
per share. 


These checks are evidences of the reliability of San 
Joaquin Power Prior Preferred Stock. They prove to 
more than 10,000 stockholders that their San Joaquin 
Power Stock is good. 

You may now purchase San Joaquin Power Prior Preferred 


Stock at $98.00 per share cash. At this price the yield is 
7.14 per cent on your investment. 


Price $99.00 per share on easy payments of $6.00 down and 
$5.00 per share per month. 


Any San Joaquin Power Employee will be glad to explain the 
merits of this stock to you and take your subscription. 


SAN JOAQUIN LIGHT AND POWER 
CORPORATION 


Main Office, Fresno, California 
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